
Mass Intentions at St. Patrick’s for the week of March 21 - 27, 2022

  Monday,            March  21     7:00pm                    Mass at St. Mary’s Church

  Tuesday,            March  22     7:00pm     ^ Tadeusz & Jadwiga Gabriel   ^ Richard Grzywa 
    Our Lady of Perpetual Help (devotion)                      ^ Collier & Welbourne Families         

 Wednesday,        March  23     9:00am                   ^ John & Dean & Michelle Kelly  

              (Scripture Reflection)                                         ^ Jozef Dobaczewski      ^ Larry Bedard   

 Thursday,         March  24     9:00am            ^ deWit Family      ^ Anna Marie Vandyk
  Friday,               March  25      9:00am                   ^ Anna & Valdo & Lege Pompili

    Annunciation of the Lord               (Stations of the Cross following Mass)                  

 Saturday,          March  26      5:00pm      Int of St. Patrick’s Church Family Living & Deceased

   4   Sunday of Lent               10:00amth      Int of St. Patrick’s Church Family Living & Deceased

 Sunday,             March  27      12Noon      Int of St. Patrick’s Church Family Living & Deceased

� Masses and Lenten Practices at St. Patrick’s:
Masses during the week: Tuesdays at 7:00pm, Wednesday - Friday at 9:00am. 
The Stations of the Cross: Fridays during Lent after  9:00am Mass (approximately 9:30am)
Scripture Reflection - Wednesdays: Mass at 9:00am and following the Mass sharing and discuss
of the Scripture Reading. Come and deepen our knowledge of the Scriptures (sponsored by CWL).
� Celebration of First Confession - The children of First Holy Communion are celebrating their
First Confession on Saturday, March 26 at 11:00am (St. Patrick’s Church). Parents please 
help your children with the examination of conscience, act of contrition and the format of
Confession. Twenty-six children will experience God’s mercy in Sacramental settings. Please keep
all the children and their families in your prayers.
� Canadian Catholic Organization for Development & Peace (CCODP) - Share Lent
Through their prayer, fasting and almsgiving during Lent, Christians express their desire to turn
toward God and to all God’s children in preparation for Easter. The planet has food for all but the
will to share with everyone seems to be lacking. Do whatever we can that everyone has food.
During Lent we support Development & Peace with our generous contributions (Share Lent env).
� Volunteers needed - Our churches are fully opened now. Therefore, we would like to resume all
ministries that were active before the Covid-19 restrictions (Lectors, Altar servers, extraordinary
ministers of the Eucharist, Ushers, choirs, funeral servers, CWL, KofC, youth ministry, social
groups, etc). Training will be provided, so if you have never volunteered before do not hesitate to
give it a try. We truly experience our faith by being active disciples in our local communities. 
New volunteers, please call the parish office or go on the www.familyofparishes.ca website. 
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     Website: www.familyofparishes.ca

Forty days of Lent to Respond to God’s Mercy

“Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge” (Psalm 57)
The celebration of Ash Wednesday on March 2 with the distribution of ashes ushered us into

Lent, reminding us of our call “to repent and believe in the Gospel.” We usually see Lent as a time
to spiritually prepare for the glorious feast of Easter. We are also accustomed to associating Lent
with the traditional Lenten discipline of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. We might therefore tend to
see these spiritual exercises as hallmarks for successful Lenten observances. The penitential nature
of Lent also calls us “to rend our hearts not our garments”, indicating that whatever Lenten
observance we might undertake should come from a contrite heart.

What can we do in order to have a spiritually meaningful Lent? What should our Lenten
journey be like? Perhaps, this year, we can focus on searching for the presence of God in our lives. 

One area in our lives where Lent can help us grow is to learn to be open to God’s mercy. On Ash
Wednesday, before the Blessing and Dismissal, the priest may pray over the people using the
following words: “Pour out a spirit of compunction O God, on those who bow before Your majesty,
and by Your mercy, may they merit the rewards You promise to those who do penance”.

As we embark on our journey of Lent, we need to ask these questions: How are we going to live
so that we are open to God’s mercy? How do we live to reflect the mercy of God in our lives?

Being open to God’s mercy may help us to recognize the importance of any of our Lenten
observances. During this season of penance, the Church has given us the opportunity to examine the
way we live. Lent offers us a time to learn to recognize the areas in which we have turned away from
being open to God’s mercy.

When we strive to embrace God’s mercy in our lives, we may have a deeper understanding of
the season of Lent. Lent becomes truly what it is: a time to remember God’s mercy, His mercy
revealed in His love for us; that through His Son Jesus Christ, we have been brought back to God.
Our participation in any Lenten discipline can therefore be our response to God’s mercy.
Acknowledging God’s mercy in our lives can inspire us to be “kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another as God in Christ has forgiven you”.

During this pandemic, we have heard stories about frontline workers who have shown
compassion to others. Their acts of compassion reflect not only God’s compassion but also their
understanding of God’s mercy in our lives. Being open to God’s mercy in our lives means being
open to the Spirit of mercy to empower us to celebrate the sacrament of confession. Our actions
based on our faith, and our faith in the mercy of God, may guide us to an improved spiritual
relationship with God and with our neighbour. 
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