
Requests for COVID-19 Vaccine Exemptions on Religious Grounds – Aug 24, 2021 
  
Some parishes and people at the Diocesan Centre have received requests for a letter or some form to 

indicate that a particular person has a “religious exemption” from taking the COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

The Diocese of London is not issuing such exemptions. I was able to find a couple of things which 

might help you to understand this position. 

  

First, there is an interview from “America Media”, an online Jesuit publication, with Dr. Moira 

McQueen, a well-known and well-respected ethicist in Toronto, and holds a doctorate in moral 

theology as well. Dr. McQueen is a consultant for the Canadian Bishops and one of the leading 

ethicists in the world. The video can be found at this link. You can read Dr. McQueen's full 

biography at this link.  

  

Dr. McQueen refers, in various writings, to the Charlotte Lozier Institute’s analysis which found 

“that a majority of vaccine candidates did not use abortion-derived cell lines in their production. 

Several used abortion-derived cell lines in laboratory testing, or their use in testing could not be 

determined.” You can find that information at this link. 

  

Second, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) issued a statement in late December 

2020, Note on the morality of using some anti-Covid-19 vaccines. This statement was published 

with the express approval of Pope Francis, and is found at this link. 

  

The statement from CDF builds on earlier statements that speak of the ability for people in good 

conscience to be able take the vaccine. While it is not the most ethical source for such a vaccine, it 

is all we have. If another vaccine that is more ethically sourced were available, then we should ask 

for it and take it. In some cases, we do not have a choice to take a more ethically sourced vaccine. 

  

Some speak about “cooperation with evil” in taking the vaccine. Moral theology makes the 

distinction between proximate and remote material cooperation. In the case of the vaccine, those 

taking it are not cooperating proximately. Neither are they giving approbation to abortions by taking 

the vaccine, which would be formal cooperation. Again, it is a matter of not having a choice to take 

a more ethically sourced vaccine. 

  

Dr. McQueen points out that we are duty-bound as Catholics to know the scientific facts and the 

moral facts. She and the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith also point out that in the face of 

the threat of grave evil and without an alternative vaccine, it is important for us to take the vaccine 

for the sake of the common good. 

  

The “religious exemption” should not be confused with a “medical exemption” which may be given 

for such things as an allergy to one of the components in a vaccine. Such an exemption would be 

given by a qualified medical person. 

  

Bishop Fabbro is in agreement with these statements, and asked that I communicate this information 

to you. 

  

Fr. John Comiskey 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_source=piano&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=6955&pnespid=kbkxqfFbABCNx_hWM2HvXod6wEGwaWwgYFJEjjY.&v=-ewTlerqwCY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ccbi-utoronto.ca/ccbi-staff/
https://lozierinstitute.org/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-covid-19-vaccine/
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/12/21/201221c.html

