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For several years, we have seen a rapid decline in priesthood vocations not only in Canada but 

also around the world. This process is deepening and causes great shortages in the ranks of the 

priesthood and in the pastoral ministry. To meet pastoral needs, the Diocese of London is 

reorganizing to ensure that all the faithful can enjoy the sacraments. This reorganization involves 

the creation of new Parish Families with several parishes. From January this year our parish was 

incorporated into the new parish family along with the parish of St. Mary and the parish of St. 

Patrick's and will start work in July 2021. It is a specific Parish Family, because the faithful 

belong to 4 nationalities: Polish, Italians, Hungarians and English. Responding to the needs of 

the diocese and at the request of Bishop Ronald Fabbro, Michaelits Fathers (Fr. Wacław Chudy, 

Fr. Adam Gabriel and Fr. Piotr Wojakiewicz) took up pastoral duties in this Parish Family. At 

that time, a special team of representatives of our parish communities was appointed under the 

name of Tansition Team (Rev. Waclaw Chudy, Rev. Adam Gabriel, Rev. Piotr Wojakiewicz, 

Grażyna Mirkowska, Mieczysław Chorostecki, Aine Misek, Sr. Elżbieta Mruczek, Deacon Carol 

Tamas, Sherry Rowland, Betty Wright, Lynn DiPinto, Paul Jahans, Deacon Jose Viveros, Rosa 

Febbraro, Kevin Brown) to prepare parishes for this reorganization. Two meetings were held, 

during which the team learned about the expectations of the diocese and started work on 

choosing the name of the new Parish Family. At the meeting on May 13, 2021, the name of the 

Parish Family was proposed - the London East Central Catholic Family of Parishes. The 

proposal was presented to the bishop for approval. If anyone has any questions related to the 

creation of the new Parish Family, please contact us by email frwesfoptransitionteam@dol.ca . 

The name of our Parish Family was approved by Bishop Ronald Fabbro. London East Central 

Catholic Family of Parishes. Our Family of Parishes includes not only churches and adjacent 

parish buildings. The structure of the new Family of Parishes also includes schools, homes for 

the elderly, which are located on its territory. And so, we have 5 schools, 6 homes for the elderly. 

Due to the fact that the parish of Our Lady of Częstochowa and part of the parish of Saint Mary 

is a personal parish, we also care for Poles and Italians living in homes for the elderly throughout 

the city of London and beyond. It should be noted that the new Parish Family will be served by 

only two priests, so we must all prepare for various changes, especially the schedule of the Holy 

Masses on Sundays and during the week. According to the Diocesan report from 2019, there 

were 120 funerals in three parishes, which is an average of 2.3 funerals per week, 75 baptisms, 

77 First Communions, 92 Confirmation and 16 Weddings. These numbers force us to make 

changes to the Holy Mass schedule. Our Transition Team is working on establishing a new Holy 

Mass schedule. These changes will require us to reread the mission that the Church sets for us. 

This mission is, above all, to be open to others, to accept everyone we meet on our way and to 

help them to find a way to Christ. We must not shut ourselves up within the narrow walls of our 

sacred buildings, but must go out and proclaim the Good News to others. It is not only the task of 

priests. Therefore, as we experience the Solemnity of Pentecost, let us ask for His gifts, so that, 

like the Apostles, filled with power from on high, we may take up the new tasks assigned to us 

by Jesus with courage. 
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