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Mass Intentions for the week of February 23 - 28, 2021

  Monday,      Feb 22          No Mass

  Tuesday,      Feb 23   7:00pm        ^ Cassidy & Rogers Families
  Novena (Our Lady of Perpetual Help)                ^ Susan Murphy

 Wednesday, Feb 24   9:00am           ^ Rita Taylor

                           ^ Harold Wilkins

 Thursday,   Feb 25   9:00am        ^ Wahby Family
                                                                              ^ Dante Pileggi

 Friday,         Feb 26   9:00am        ^ Chris & Ann & Corrie deWit

                           ^ Joseph Morello
    Day of Abstinence                    6:00pm                       Stations of the Cross                            

 Saturday,     Feb 27     5:00pm      Int of St. Patrick’s Parish Family

 2    Sunday of Lentnd
   10:00am     Int of St. Patrick’s Parish Family 

 Sunday,        Feb 28   12 Noon    Int of St. Patrick & Hungarian Community

Masses are being live-streamed as schedule indicates!
www.stpatrick.dol.ca

   We have good news from the provincial Government that the state of lock-
down has been lifted across the Province of Ontario. We are now in the red-
zone. The stay at home order was lifted last week. Our churches will open this
First Sunday of Lent. We would like to inform you that at St. Patrick the
Masses with the congregation will resume on Saturday, February 20 at
5:00pm and on Sunday at 10:00am and 12:00Noon (30% capacity). We ask
you to go on our website and please register for the weekend Mass which you
will be attending. Follow the questionnaire. The masks are to be worn, please
sanitize your hands and keep the social distance as you come to the church. 
   Masses during the week as usual - follow the above schedule.
   During the Lenten Season - every Friday - Stations of the Cross 6:00pm.
   Bishop Fabbro has extended the permission for parishes to host celebrations
of the Sacrament of Penance with General Absolution. Next weekend,   
Feb 27/28 before each Mass we will have Communal Penance with General
Absolution. Individual Confession is available on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 

1  Sunday of Lent - February 20/21, 2021st

Embrace the Spirit of Lent in this Pandemic Year

Every year we look forward to celebrating Ash Wednesday as part of our preparation for our
Lenten journey. The ritual of having our foreheads marked with ashes in the form of a cross
symbolizes our frailty, our brokenness. The ritual also reminds us of Jesus’ call–“to repent and
believe in the good news” (Mark1:15).

On Ash Wednesday, we also hear the priest say the Opening Prayer, “Grant O God, that we
may begin with holy fasting this campaign of Christian service so that as we take up battle
against spiritual evils, we may be armed with weapons of self restraint” Ash Wednesday
therefore serves as a marker to spiritually lead us into embracing the spirit of Lent.

However, with the red-zone and other restrictions put in place due to the COVID-19
pandemic, we might be wondering how to make this year’s Lent as traditional as in the past.
With many of us staying away from church, how can we all make this Lent spiritually
meaningful to us?

Over the past year the pandemic has drawn our attention to what is most important in our
lives–life itself. We may not have had the opportunity to come together to experience some of
the spiritual practices that deepen our spiritual lives. For those of us who believe that Jesus gave
His life to save us, perhaps we can take this Lent as a time to think about the state of our spiritual
lives–our lives in Christ. As part of our preparation for our Lenten discipline, we can ponder
these questions: How has our absence from the church affected our spiritual lives? In what ways
have we turned away from God?

Lent is that part of the Christian journey that the Church has given us to examine our
progress in the spiritual life. This is the time that we open our hearts to the working of the Holy
Spirit to help us recognize those areas in our lives that need to be transformed. 

So, what do we need to do for our spiritual growth and renewal? How can this Lent help us
correct our faults and return to God? The Scriptures for Ash Wednesday and during Lent hold
up models of Christian life for  us to consider and to imitate for our Lenten discipline. Whichever
Lenten discipline we decide to practice we need to perform the discipline with a contrite heart
and a desire to change. 

As we begin our Lenten campaign, let us pray that our act of self-reflection may lead us to
examine the type of relationship we have had with Christ in the past and the type we hope to
develop that is live-giving. With Jesus as our companion on our journey, we hope that with our
life renewed, we would be spiritually ready to celebrate Easter. Let us also use this Lent to
prepare us to serve our communities beyond the pandemic. Have a spirit-filled Lenten journey.
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