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Mass Intentions for the week of December 21 - 27, 2020

  Monday,      Dec 21                No Mass

  Tuesday,      Dec 22   7:00pm       ^ Robert Graham Bell
    Novena Mass                                             ^ Margaret & Joseph Johnson

 Wednesday, Dec 23    9:00am           ^ Mike Clifford

                      ^ Doug Denton

   Christmas Eve    5:00pm       r Int of St. Patrick’s Parish Family 

 Thursday,  Dec 24   8:00pm    r Int of St. Patrick’s Parish Family 

                                                                      Bill & Susan Heeman - Parishioners  

   Christmas Day   10:00am      r Int of St. Patrick’s Parish Family 

 Friday,         Dec 25  12 Noon     r Int of St. Patrick & Hungarian Community 

 Saturday,     Dec 26     5:00pm     Int of St. Patrick’s Parish Family

 Feast of the Holy Family     10:00am    Int of St. Patrick’s Parish Family

 Sunday,        Dec 27   12 Noon     Int of St. Patrick & Hungarian Community

       Mass Intentions for the week of Dec 29, 2020 - Jan 3, 2021

 Tuesday,       Dec 29  7:00pm       ^ Tony & Trees deVries 

  Novena Mass                    ^ Philip Casey   & ^ George Chapman

 Wednesday,  Dec 30   9:00am      ^ Sergio Silveira

                   ^ Jane Whiting  & Souls in Purgatory

  Thursday,      Dec 31  6:00pm    r  Mass of Thanksgiving for the Year 2020

 Friday,    Jan 01, 2021  10:00am   r Int of God’s blessing in the Year 2021

Saturday,       Jan 02  5:00pm      Int of St. Patrick’s Parish Family

 Epiphany of the Lord  10:00am    Int of St. Patrick’s Parish Family

 Sunday,         Jan 03  12 Noon     Int of St. Patrick & Hungarian Community

Fourth  week of Advent Prayer - Love
Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in our hearts.

As Christmas draws closer, we marvel at our great love for us.
Let your love transform every aspect of our lives and touch
everyone we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus.

4  Sunday of Advent  - December 19/20, 2020th

Jesus is the reason for the X-mas season

Two thousand years ago, something beautiful and earth-shattering happened. The eternal
Son of God entered the world as a baby. Angels rejoiced that day. Shepherds exulted. Joseph
was in awe. And Mary was filled with adoration.

Yet for all that, anyone passing by the manger would have seen nothing more than a poor
tradesman and his wife trying to make the best of a hard situation.

That’s the difference between the quick glance that comes from everyday “seeing and the
searching, penetrating vision that comes when God opens our hearts. One sees something
ordinary and moves on, while the other senses Jesus’ presence and kneels in worship.

Today, more than any other day, we can imitate Mary and Joseph and the shepherds as
they gazed on the infant in the manger. We can welcome Jesus as the Saviour who came to
redeem us, not to condemn us. We can embrace him as our Good Shepherd who has laid
down his life for us. We can praise him as the King of kings and Lord of lords, who rules all
creation from a cross of self-giving love.

Don’t miss this opportunity!     Don’t let the demands or the excitement of the day reduce
you to “ordinary” seeing. Don’t let the challenges of the present or the fear of the future or
the pain of the past cloud your vision. Wherever you are and whatever you have to do, take
some time alone to gaze at the sleeping Christ child. If it helps, use your nativity set.
Whatever it takes, focus on Jesus and ask the Holy Spirit to help you see him.

Jesus has come to restore not only Zion but you and everyone around you. Come to him
today, and let his promise of restoration fill you with hope and gratitude.

“O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!”

Christmas is finally here...
All four weeks of Advent we have been waiting and praying for the coming blessings of
Christmas. And now - Christmas is here!
Today, the angels are bringing us the Good News of great joy, for all the people - for to us,
is born this day in the city of David - a Saviour who is Christ the Lord. Christmas rings out -
“Joy to the World” but how do I make this joy my own in this pandemic time?



2021 OFFERTORY ENVELOPES - available for pick up

The sets of envelopes to be used in the next calendar year starting January 1, 2021 are
available in the Usher’s Room.  Due to Covid-19, we are asking you to keep social
distancing in mind and only have one person in the Usher’s Room at a time. If you like
you can also call the parish office and schedule a pick up time to receive your set. 
Parishioners who are not currently using our Sunday envelopes & would like to start – please
call the parish office  and a set for the upcoming year will be prepared. 
CATHOLIC CALENDARS & ST. JOSEPH’S MISSAL FOR 2021

The calendars for next year (generosity of the Donohue Funeral Home) are available for
everyone free of charge at the back of the church.
The St. Joseph’s Missals started with the Advent Season are also available at the back of the
church - $5.00 (money in envelope marked Missal money) help yourself.
PRE-AUTHORIZED DONATING TO OUR CHURCH

At the present time we are working on setting up the pre-authorized offerings and all you
have to do is to fill out the form, attach your “Void” cheque and direct our office about the
amount that you want to give to the church. Any questions call the office, and we can email
you the form or you can pick up at the back of the church. Forms can be returned to the
office upon completion. Pre-authorized will start in January 2021.
Take advantage of the convenience of automatic withdrawals in supporting your church.
Join us for Mass in person or virtually   -   www.stpatrick.dol.ca
The Covid-19 pandemic is changing our way of thinking and doing things. We are using
computers with different programs to communicate with each other. We have installed the
new equipment with a special camera that can live-stream our Masses and other celebrations.
The live-streaming system is allowing  people to connect via internet and participate with
us by watching the Mass on screen at home. Just go on our website stpatrick.dol.ca.

2020 Christmas Schedule at St. Patrick’s Church:
Christmas Eve Masses  - Thursday, December 24 

        5:00pm   -   Christmas Mass

          8:00pm   -   Christmas Mass  

Christmas Day Masses - Friday, December 25

           10:00am   -   Christmas Mass 

           12:00pm   -   Christmas Mass

     New Year’s Eve - Thursday, December 31, 2020

               6:00pm     -    Mass & Benediction

             New Year’s Day -  Friday, January 1, 2021 

          10:00am   -   Mass & Blessing 

A Year not quite as the others

The year 2020 will go down in history as the year of the great pandemic of Covid-19, the
sneaky little virus that turned our lives upside down and made everything never be the same
again. A first and then a second wave reminded us of our fragility and our apparent
powerlessness to protect ourselves from it. It is true: we are not completely in control of our
destiny.  We are only creatures even though we are beloved daughters and sons of God. 

However, we took the opportunity to learn many things about the meaning of life, about
death, about God. We have understood, at least I hope, how important it is to show solidarity,
our behaviour having a positive or negative influence on others. Sadly, we recognized that
not everyone was ready to give up certain rather egotistical habits. And to justify their
position, a few relied on conspiracy theories that I found rather far-fetched. It must be said
that since ancient times, the witch hunt is fashionable and people often resorted to it so as
not to have to recognize their responsibility in what was happening to them.

It is with great hope and most probably with more humility that we prepare our hearts for
the celebration of the feasts surrounding the birth of the Son of God on our planet. We surely
have many requests to entrust to Him. We will ask for his protection from the virus, his
blessing on us and our loved ones, peace in several countries ravaged by sometimes selfish
conflicts of interest and for many other needs...And we will also have gifts to offer Him such
as our commitment to take care of our quality of presence with others and to respect more
our environment so battered by climate change.

In any case, the 2021 will surely be a welcome one, because its mission is to enable our
researchers to defeat the virus that made us cry so much by attacking and killing the most
vulnerable among us. May this New Year remind us that we must avoid returning to the
abuses of a consumer society culture and the search for power! May we live better, humanize
ourselves more and humanize our environment, without forgetting the people who live in
very difficult situations in other countries!

In the midst of the difficulties experienced by the Covid-19 pandemic, let Christmas be
for each of us an opportunity to be grateful for the Lord’s presence among us. He knows our
challenges, and to respond to them, He still invites us today to use mercy, forgiveness and
prayer to face them with success.
Christmas is the gift of Peace! Christmas is the gift of Hope! Christmas is the gift of Love!

Merry Christmas to all of you, filled with peace, hope and love.
CHRISTMAS ENVELOPES

Christmas is the time of giving - envelopes for Christmas donations are available in the
church or in your Sunday sets. We thank you for all the donations you have made to support
our church & our missions.
INCOME TAX RECEIPTS 

Please be sure to have all donations into the office by Monday, December 28,  this will
ensure that your income tax receipt is correct.


